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Multiliteracy and Media Program
What if every person was a search engine?

Imagine the possibilities if we every person could make better decisions, based on effective – and safe – searches of the web and other new media information sources.  It’s called multiliteracy – and it could change forever how we think, work and play.  For example, web searches can deliver tremendous amounts of information on any topic.  But even the experienced web users need help to sort the “wheat from the chaf”.  In addition, young individuals lack the skills to avoid malicious information that puts them at risk.  These are the key reasons why Canada and other governments around the world have made multiliteracy a national goal. .  

The Need  
Funding to support UOIT’s Multiliteracy and Media Program (MMP), created to conduct research on the broad range of skills associated with multiliteracy, such as media awareness, information literacy, technological literacy and scientific literacy.  The focus is on developing the skills required to conduct more effective searches of the web and other new media sources. Key elements of the program would include:
· Form partnerships with other multiliteracy projects, especially the multiliteracy project at the University of British Columbia

· Develop learning programs and materials to improve understanding of both textual and graphic representations of information 

· Develop instruments, methods and materials for use in multiliteracy research and evaluation

· Encourage teacher candidates to learn techniques for teaching multiple literacies

Outcomes

· New tools for teaching and studying multiliteracies
· Greater understanding of the dimensions that affect students’ understandings of information in varying formats
· Multiliterate teachers
· Participation in a national multiliteracy research network.

Why UOIT?

UOIT is particularly well-equipped to work with students to increase media awareness and improve their skills in finding and interpreting information from a wide variety of sources.

Partnership Opportunities:

Additional support for MMP could come from federal granting agencies and private foundations

Project Leader

Bill Hunter, Dean, Faculty of Education

Your Investment

$75,000 ($25,000 per year for three years), plus additional support in the following years
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